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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / May 2
Attendance: (Adults 125, Children 36) 161
Operating $3,242.00
Expansion 65.00
Taskes Memorial 100.00
Uganda Children 103.00
Icons 20.00
Project Mexico 712.00
Parish Charities 77.00
HAPPY MOTHERS DAY
We ask all of God’s blessings upon our Mothers. May 
He grant them all many years. Also, may the souls of 
all of our departed Mothers dwell in the mansions of 
the righteous. Memory eternal. 
ADULT CLASS
The class will meet this Tuesday, May 11 at 7:00 pm 
to discuss Holy Tradition.
SPECIAL PROGRAM
Next Sunday, May 16, Peter & Sharon will offer a 
short Program on their recent work in Uganda. A Lun-
cheon will be served and everyone is welcome.
SUMMER CONFERENCE
Please check the poster in the foyer regarding the Par-
ish Ministries Conference to be held at Baldwin Wal-
lace College from June 23 -27. The Young Adult Rally 

Sunday May 9 6th Sunday of Pascha / Tone 5 / The Blind Man
    9:00 am Church School
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy / Prayers for Mothers   Brunch
Wednesday  May 12 Eve of Ascension
    6:30 pm Vesperal Liturgy of Ascension
Saturday May 15 Venerable Pachomius the Great
    6:30 pm  Vigil
Sunday May 16 7th Sunday of Pascha / Tone 6 / Frs of 1st Ecumenical Council
  Readings: Acts 20:16-18, 28-36  John 17:1-13  
    9:00 am Church School (Last Day)
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour

is of special interest as it will involve Orthodox young 
adults from all jover the country.
PRAYER CORNER  + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +   

————— For Healing / Well Being: —————
Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom),  Tom Alusheff, 
Ben Somerlot (Renda frnd), Peter Vitantonio (Mark 
J’s csn), Steve Peterson (Christani frnd), Bill Stearns 
(Sabol frnd), Corey (Luann D’s sn-n-lw), Fr Theo-
dore (Fr A’s frnd), Fr Alexander (Fr A’s frnd), Kerya 
Brisbine, (Fr A’s frnd), Shane (Wick frnd), Randy 
Moore (Sue C’s uncl), James (Chongris csn), Mar-
garette Fross, Clarence Stockdale (Christani friend), 
Leonard Heim, Helen Cicmansky (Andy’s mom), 
Alexandra (Hopko), Mike Fortuna (friend of Ellen 
Christiansen), Lana O’Patka (Schroeder friend), Sue 
Hoffacker, Connie Dirksen (Linda D’s frnd) Jonah 
Klinar, Maureen Medakovich.
Newly Illumined:  Christian Rausch, George 
Hasenohrl, Susan Carnahan
Expectant Parents: Joe & Kristy, Nichole & Evan.
———————- Memory Eternal ———————
Sopkie Taskes (4/15)
In addition to the Prayer Forms, you can contact Cindy Klinar by email: 
cklinar@windstream.net.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!



“Now there was a dispute among [the apostles] as to which of them should be considered  the 
greatest...’But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be like the 
younger, and he who governs as he who serves...Yet I am among you as the One who serves’” (Luke younger, and he who governs as he who serves...Yet I am among you as the One who serves’” (Luke younger, and he who governs as he who serves...Yet I am among you as the One who serves’”
22:24,26)

Jesus performed the demeaning act of washing the feet of His disciples in order to challenge the 
attitude of pride that afflicted them in jockeying for status over one another. It is imperative 
that spiritual leadership be expressed in humility. The leaders are to lead in displays of meek-
ness, gentleness and acts of kindness. These are the ways of holiness. To be like the Lord Jesus 
is to imitate His humbleness. It’s not an attribute that comes easily to Americans.

Consider the qualities defining the various nations of the western world. We speak of Eng-
lish reserve. Scotch frugality. We may know a good German or an honest Dutchman. The 
French boast of their glory: “la gloire du nom francais.” We have heard of a true Irishman and 
the loveliest of all such national titles, Holy Russia. Our nation never seems to tire of the self-
labeled attribute: Proud American. “Proud to be an American.” We are a people unashamed to 
praise ourselves over all the things we are proud of: Proud Parent of an Honor Student at [in-
sert school]. Proud Owner of [something or other]. Proud [fill in state or sports team].

Even as I write this, I wonder if it will be read by fellow Americans with dismay and even 
resentment. Pride defines who we are. Never mind that our Lord, God and Savior expects an-
other set of attributes from us. For Him humility is the flip side of pride, and yet it doesn’t ap-
pear to matter all that much for us. A basic ingredient of pride is self-confidence. We’ll decide 
who we are, what we believe and how we’ll prioritize our value system.

Can you imagine that we Orthodox Christians might also campaign for the right to call 
our nation Holy America? Who would march with us? Where would we begin to make such 
a statement to the press and public? And how long would it be before we would attract notice 
as another weird group looking for attention from the media? And yet an argument might be 
raised to justify such a goal which for many or even most could be considered quixotic at best, 
perhaps even ridiculous. We attend a holy Church. We worship a holy Trinity. We understand 
ourselves to be a holy people who honor our holy God and blessed saints. Why not live in a 
holy nation?

I would argue that like our Lord Jesus Christ we are called to make public, or in scriptural 
terms, to evangelize the gospel given to us to promulgate. Even though we are more comfort-
able keeping our beliefs to ourselves, treating our parishes like monasteries shut off from the 
world outside our walls, this attitude itself is not what our Lord wants or expects from us. 
Let us agree with the criticism and do something about it. What do we do when we bring the 
non-Orthodox to the true faith in Christ? Teach them the real meaning of the Bible. Explain 
the workings of the Holy Spirit through history from Pentecost to the present. Show them 
how to pray. Point out the beauty and glory of iconography and the veneration of icons. But 
is it not the main purpose to lead them into holiness? The life in Christ that becomes Christ’s 
life in us, adoption into the Holy Family of the Trinity, learning what it is like to call the Al-
mighty “Father,” “Abba”? How can that be if we are not holy ourselves? And if we love our 
fellow citizens, do we not want the very best for them? In humble faith, let us say: “Lord have 
mercy on us. Teach us the joy of humility.”

The Servant Lord
by Fr Vladimir Berzonsky


