
by Fr Gregory Jensen

Contrary to the popular understand-
ing, the natural sciences are not mor-
ally neutral. Not only do the findings 
of  science have moral implications, 
the actual work of  scientific research 
presupposes that the researcher him-
self  is a man of  virtue. When sci-
entific research is divorced from, or 
worse opposed to, the life of  virtue 
it is not simply the research or the 
researcher that suffers but the whole 
human family.

Take for example, the scandal sur-
rounding the conduct of  researchers 
at the Climatic Research Unit (CRU) 
at East Anglia University in the UK. 
Whether or not the recently revealed 
emails and computer programs un-
dermine the theory of  anthropologi-
cal global warning (AGW), it is clear 
that current public policy debate is 
based at least in part on the research 
of  scientists of  questionable virtue 
who sacrificed not only honesty and 
fair play but potentially the well be-
ing of  us all in the service of  their 
own political agenda.

All of  this came to mind recently 
when a friend sent me a talk on the 
environment (Through Creation 
to the Creator) by the Orthodox 
theologian Metropolitan Kallistos 
Ware. Ware argues that all creation is 
“a symbol pointing beyond itself, a 
sacrament that embodies some deep 
secret at the heart of  the universe.” 
Unlike the Gnosticism that hold 
sway in many areas of  life (includ-
ing scientific research) the Christian 
Church argues that the secret of  cre-
ation is both knowable and known. 
Creation, Ware says, points beyond 
itself  to “the Second Person of  the 
Trinity, the Wisdom and Providence 
of  God” Who is Himself  both “the 
source and end” of  all created be-

ing. Insofar as the Christian tradition 
has an environmental teaching at all 
it is this: Jesus Christ is the “all-em-
bracing and unifying” Principal of  
creation.

At its best natural science research 
is a means of  exploring and deepen-
ing our appreciation and gratitude 
to God for “the variety and par-
ticularity of  creation—what St Paul 
calls the ‘glory’ of  each thing (1 Cor 
15:41).” But appreciation and grati-
tude are not the fruit of  technical 
competence but an ascetical effort. 
We must learn to “love the world 
for itself.” According to Ware, we do 
this not simply for what the natural 
world can do for us but “in terms 
of  its own consistency and integ-
rity.” And again, at its best scientific 
research has a positive role to play 
here. This is what makes Climategate 
so tragic; once again science is being 
twisted to serve selfish ends.

C.S. Lewis reminds us of  the 
danger here when he observes that, 
“Each new power won by man is 
a power over man as well.” While 
our scientific advances have made 
us stronger in some ways, they have 
made us weaker in others. While not 
without copious benefits, science 
represents a real and substantial risk 
for both our relationship to creation 
and to ourselves. Giving in, Lewis 
points out, means that we no longer 
seek to “conform the soul to reality” 
through “knowledge, self-discipline 
and virtue.” As with magic in an ear-
lier age, modern science tempts us 
to “subdue reality to the wishes of  
men.”

Language such as that used by 
both Lewis and Ware is foreign not 
only to scientific research but even 
most Christian scholarship outside 

of  theology departments (and some-
times even there). Contemporary 
scientific researchers would have us 
imagine that they are able to bracket 
questions of  personal virtue as they 
examine creation. Climategate dem-
onstrates the folly of  this.

To further their own agenda the 
CRU scientists imagined that they 
could manipulate not only the data 
but the peer review process as well. 
While both are unacceptable, the 
latter represents an assault on the 
human community. To borrow again 
from Lewis, it is an attempt by some 
to assert their will over others.

Metropolitan Kallistos reminds us 
that the “ascent through the creation 
to the Creator is [not] easily accom-
plished, in a casual and automatic 
way.” It requires not only the theo-
logical virtues of  faith, hope and 
love but more ordinary moral and 
intellectual virtues such as “persis-
tence, courage, imagination.” While 
the cultivation of  these and the oth-
er virtues will not guarantee success 
in research (or public policy for that 
matter), their absence will guarantee 
failure.

Likewise, a sacramental vision of  
creation will guarantee neither sound 
science nor virtuous scientists. But 
given the major social and political 
changes being proposed in the name 
of  the environment, it seems to 
me that we would do well to reflect 
more deeply on not only the practi-
cal implications of  public policy but 
our own motivations and the means 
we are willing to employ to reach our 
goals. As Climategate demonstrates, 
if  only on a relatively small scale, we 
can perpetrate great injustice with 
even the noblest motives.

Science and the Demands of Virtue
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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / Apr 11
Attendance: (Adults 97, Children 28) 125
Operating $3,860.00
Landscaping 50.00
Uganda Children 60.00
Icons 45.00
Parish Charities 5.00
COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday April 21 at 7:00 pm.
MEMORY ETERNAL
On Thursday Sophie Taskes passed away at the age 
of 88. Her Services are as follows: Friday, April 23, 
Calling Hours from 2-4:00 and 6-8:00 pm at Monreal 
Funeral Home. A Memorial Service will be served at 
7:00 pm. Saturday, April 24, the Funeral will be served  
at the Church at 10:00 am. Interment will be at All 
Souls in Chardon followed by a Luncheon at Dino’s 
on route 306 in Mentor.     
ADULT CLASS
The Evening Class will resume this Tuesday, April 20 
at 7:00 pm. Our topic will be Aspects of the Paschal 
Season. Everyone is welcome to attend.
CHURCH SCHOOL NOTE
The last day for Church School is May 16. On May 23 
we will have our picnic for the Church School and the 
Graduates following the Liturgy.

Sunday Apr 18 3rd Sunday of Pascha / Tone 2 / The MyrhhbearingWomen
    9:00 am Church School
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour
Saturday Apr 24 Martyr Sabbas Stratelates & Companions
    6:30 pm  Vigil
Sunday Apr 25 4th Sunday of Pascha / Tone 3 / The Paralytic
  Readings: Acts 9:32-42 John 5:1-15
    9:00 am Church School
  10:00 am Divine liturgy Coffee hour

PRAYER CORNER  + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +   

 For Healing / Well Being: 
Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom), Vera Campbell 
(Deb’s mom), Tom Alusheff, Ben Somerlot (Renda 
frnd), Peter Vitantonio (Mark J’s csn), Connie Dirk-
sin (Darrah frnd), Steve Peterson (Christani frnd), 
Bill Stearns (Sabol frnd), Corey (Luann D’s sn-n-
lw), Kerya Brisbine (Clements frnd), Elizabeth Ries 
(Denise Busch’s mom), Mary J. (Ruth B’s frnd), 
Fr Theodore (Fr Andrew’s frnd), Fr Alexander (Fr 
Andrew’s frnd), Cheryl Carrol (Denise B’s frnd), 
Susan Hoffacker, Shane (Wick frnd), Randy Moore 
(Sue C’s uncl), James (Chongris csn), Margarette 
Fross, Leonard Heim, Michael (Carrie F. friend, ma-
rine deployment), Martha Tintor, Helen Cicmansky 
(Andy’s mom),  Barb Griswold (Elaine T. sister), Ann 
(Joe Bagley’s mom), Mother Barbara, Alexandria 
(Hopko),Mike Fortuna (friend of Ellen Christiansen), 
James Barkas, Lana O’Patka (Schroeder friend)
Newborns: Christian Joseph Rausch (Parents: Dan & 
Tina)
Expectant Parents: Joe & Kristy, Nichole & Evan.
Newly Illumined: George Hasenohrl, Susan Carna-
han.
In addition to the Prayer Forms, you can contact Cindy Klinar by email: 
cklinar@windstream.net.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!


