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Sunday Apr11l 2nd Sunday of Pascha / Tone 1/ St Thomas
9:00 am Church School
10:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee hour
Saturday Apr 17 Hieromartyr Simeon, Bishop of Persia
6:30 pm Vigil
Sunday Apr 18 3rd sunday of Pascha / Tone 2 / Myrrhbearing Women
Readings: Acts 9:32-42 John 5:1-15
9:00 am Church School
10:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee hour

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / APR 4

Attendance: (Adults 150, Children 35) 185
Operating $3,709.00
Uganda Children 260.00
Icons 100.00
Parish Charities 130.00
Food Sale 32.00
Alms 150.00
ADULT CLASS

The Evening Class will resume on Tuesday, April 20
at 7:00 pm.

SPECIAL THANKS

Thanks to all who filled bags for the Church School
Lenten Alms Project to Fountain of Grace Ministries.
50 Children and 50 Adult bags were delivered on Holy
Saturday and distributed with delight on Pascha.

WEBMASTER NEEDED

We’re looking for someone who has the skills and
desire to manage the parish Website. Please approach
Fr Andrew if you can help.

2010 CONCERNS

Please use the special envelope provided in your
packet for the 2010 assessments to the Diocese and the
OCA. Your timely response is greatly appreciated. We
have budgeted $16,000 for the year and have received
$7,163.50 through March. Thanks to all who are at-
tending to this.

PRAYER CORNER ¢ ¢+ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢+ ¢ ¢4+ ¢4+ +
For Healing / Well Being:

Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom), Vera Campbell
(Deb’s mom), Tom Alusheff, Ben Somerlot (Renda
frnd), Peter Vitantonio (Mark I’s csn), Connie
Dirksin (Darrah frnd), Steve Peterson (Christani frnd),
Bill Stearns (Sabol frnd), Corey (Luann D’s sn-n-1w),
Kerya Brisbine (Clements frnd), Elizabeth Ries
(Denise Busch’s mom), Mary J. (Ruth B’s frnd), Fr
Theodore (Fr Andrew’s frnd), Fr Alexander (Fr
Andrew’s frnd), Cheryl Carrol (Denise B’s frnd), Su-
san Hoffacker, Shane (Wick frnd), Randy Moore
(Sue C’s uncl), James (Chongris csn), Margarette
Fross, Leonard Heim, Michael (Carrie F. friend, ma-
rine deployment), Martha Tintor, Helen Cicmansky
(Andy’s mom), Dee Kurtz (surgery), Barb Griswold
(Elaine T. sister), Ann (Joe Bagley’s mom), Mother
Barbara, Alexandra (Hopko), Mike Fortuna (friend
of Ellen Christiansen), James Barkas.

Newborns: Christian Joseph Rausch (Parents: Dan &
Tina)

Expectant Parents: Joe & Kristy, Nichole & Evan.

Newly Illumined: George Hasenohrl, Susan
Carnahan.

In addition to the Prayer Forms, you can contact Cindy Klinar by email:
cklinar@uindstream.net.

Christ 1s Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
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What is Truth?

by Fr Vladimir Berzonsky

“So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king...for this I was born... to bear witness to
the truth....” Pilate said, ‘What is truth?’ ... But Jesus gave no answer” (John 18:37, 19:7)

A Christian will see that the question, “What is truth?” is phrased incorrectly. Truth is not a con-
cept: It is a person. Pilate was not open to a discussion as to the meaning of truth. He had his own
definition. It was for him whatever he wanted it to be. Like many alive in our time, truth can be
anything or everything, a way of imposing one’s will onto others. It’s not objective, an indisput-
able philosophical or ethical term that cannot be questioned. Truth today is as sincere and mean-
ingful as a salesperson’s pitch for his product. Pilate portrays the irony of our Lord’s words, 7 have
come into the world to bear witness to the truth,” by his question, ‘What is truth?’ This Jew rejected
by His own people and brought to be executed — He claims to have the truth? How odd. To him
Jesus is a fanatic, a lunatic or a fool. A cunning revolutionary would not have entered Jerusalem
without warriors; he would have hidden and chosen an opportune time for attack. He appeared
too intelligent to be out of His mind. Is He such a fool as not to throw Himself on the ground
and plead, beg and whine for His life? So he sent Him to be beaten mercilessly to placate the
troublesome Jewish leaders demanding His death. Surely they will realize how ridiculous is their
claim that He is a threat to Roman authority, the trumped up justification for turning Him in as a
criminal.

“I am the Way, the Truth and the Life,” says the Lord. Truth is the way through life. Truth does
not appear to a person complete and transparent. It cannot just be contained in a doctrine. It can-
not be contained in a book. Even the Bible doesn’t describe it an as idea. Truth is worked out by
living. One is born and set on the course towards infinity. What happens on the way affirms, chal-
lenges, contradicts and verifies the truth about God in Christ and the relationship with self. At
times some are forced to deal with lies, as it was in the last century under communism. A system
based on falsehood, run on mistrust and deception. Solzhenitsyn wrote that the only way to over-
throw such a government was: “Do not lie; do not surrender to the lie; do not spread lies.” Today’s
world rejects Christian truth and morals, replacing them with a modern version of Pilate’s conclu-
sion, claiming there is no truth, because there is no God. Be a god for yourself, the world says,
and create your own truths. Jesus Christ as Truth must be found and followed in our time by each
who is eager to follow the Way and share Life that He offers along with the peace that He gives
“not as the world gives.”

Christ as Truth is not objective. He was not a philosopher like Socrates sharing wisdom among
his devotees or even a rabbi instructing pupils from the Bible. The peripatetic Son of God “has
nowbhere to lay His head.” Constantly on the move from the right hand of the Father to and
through the womb of the Theotokos and into the world of His time, He was ever challenging the
conventions, confusing the authorities and astounding the despondent, ever gathering disciples
and bonding them to Himself in the upper room and more securely on the Cross and beyond the
tomb. That truth cannot be understood or contained in one’s mind alone or in the heart alone,
not at any one moment. It, or rather He, needs always to be born within our souls, developing
and expanding as we open ourselves to His Truth on our own way through life and beyond.




