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Sunday Feb 14 Cheesefare Sunday / Tone 3 / Forgiveness Sunday / Expulsion of Adam
9:00 am Church School
10:00 am Divine liturgy Coffee hour
Beginning of Great Lent 7:00 pm Forgiveness Vespers / Rite of Forgiveness
Monday Feb 15 1st Day of Great Lent
7:00 pm Great Canon of St Andrew of Crete
Tuesday Feb 16 2nd Day of Great Lent

7:00 pm Great Canon of St Andrew of Crete
Wednesday Feb 17 3rd Day of Great Lent

4:00 pm Confession

6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy
Thursday Feb 18 4th Day of Great Lent

7:00 pm Great Canon of St Andrew of Crete
Friday Feb 19 5th Day of Great Lent

7:00 pm Akathist to Christ Confession
Saturday Feb 20 1st Saturday of Lent

5:00 pm Confession

6:30 pm Vigil Confession
Sunday Feb 21 1st Sunday of Lent/ Tone 4 / Triumph of Orthodoxy

Readings: Rom 13:11-14:4 Matt 6:14-21
9:00 am Church School

10:00 am Divine liturgy Coffee hour
5:00 pm Vespers / Holy Trinity
ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / FEB 7 (Deb’s mom),Tom Alusheff, Ben Somerlot (Renda
Attendance: (Adults 105, Children 27) 130rnd), Evelyn Frye (Heim frnd),Peter Vitantonio
Operating $3,685.00 (Mark J's csn), @nnie Dirksin (Darrah frnd),Steve
Expansion 45.00 Peterson (Christani frnd)eorge Ursinyi (Janet's
Uganda Children 105.00dad),Bill Stearns (Sabol frnd;orey (Luann D’s sn-
Memorials 75.00| n-lw), Kerya Brisbine (Clements frnd)Elizabeth
lcons 155.00| Ries (Denise Busch’s moniylary J. (Ruth B’s frnd),
Project Mexico 525.0¢9 Fr Theodore (Fr Andrew’s frnd),Fr Alexander (Fr
Parish Charities 75.00Andrew’s frnd) Cheryl Carrol (Denise B’s frnd),

James (Chongris grndpa)Bess (Chongris grndma),
PROCESSION WITH ICONS . .. |.Susan Hoffacker, JessicaFross (Dales nieceplice
Next Sunday at Holy Trinty, all children are invited tgsa1an 'Maryann Valko, Stephanie (Valko frnd)
bring their own icon and participate in the Processjathane(Wick frnd), Deanna, (Bede frnd). ’

They should arrive at 4:40 pm in order to prepare. Expectant Parents: Kristen & Chris, Joe & Kristy,
NEW CATECHUMENS Nichole & Evan, Dan & Tina.

Next Sunday before Liturgy, George Hasenohrl S .
Sue Carnahan will be received as Catechumens!' [IPS€ Who are grieving.Joss & Johnson famlies

preparation for their reception into the Church on Holy------------------- Memory Eternal ---------------------
Saturday. Please keep them in your prayers. achary (Joss grndsn 1/20Matthew (Maureen M’s
PRAYER CORNER 0 00000 OOO0O00ODGO |€snFrChristo Christoff (Tom A's fmr priest, 1/31)
________________ For Healing / Well Being: -—------------- Steve Mihalik (Brandon M’s gdfthr 1/8)

Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom)Vera Campbell
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Forgiveness and Misunderstandings

by Fr Vladimir Berzonsky

“Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then
come and offer your gift” (Matthew 5:23)

Nobody can accuse our loving Lord of ambiguity. He sets it all out before us clearly in the beginning
of His ministry captured in the Sermon on the Mount. We may say like the servants of earlier centu-
ries: “I hear and | obey,” but do we? Each year after Great Lent, having heard countless confessions, |
have the feeling that so many difficulties that divide families and break apart longstanding friend-
ships are the result of misunderstandings. Perhaps eighty or ninety percent of the traumas of the
heart come from a word spoken in anger, a time of frustration, a misinterpretation, or a confusion. A
phone call might have cleared it up with an apology, but it had not been made. A letter misaddressed
and never delivered, a third party carrying gossip that had not been checked out, a comment miscon-
strued — those incidents last sometimes a lifetime.

They are all good people. They have the same basic values; they hear: “Let us love one another”
demanded in every Divine Liturgy, yet the agony of separation remains. I'm convinced that some
even rather enjoy the misery of alienation from others. Not only do they make no effort to heal the
emotional wounds in their hearts, they take every opportunity to express the suffering they believe
they are enduring. They feel it to be a status of victimization. They are among the insulted and in-
jured, therefore, they are in their own eyes exempt from judgment, even by God. Only He under-
stands the humiliation and suffering they are forced to endure by an insensitive relative or former
friends who brought the agony on.

| had one of the most precious phrases from the Bible written on our temple ceiling near the altar
for all to contemplate: “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death,
nor sorrow, nor crying, and there shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away” (Revela-
tion 21:4). The word for “wipe away” means to eradicate all remembrance of sorrow and the tears
that accompany grief — not just to “X” them out, but to remove them from memory. They will be
obliterated, no longer existing.

What could be more wonderful, except to look upon the Lord eternally? But I'm afraid those who
cannot let go of hurt feelings may not want their tears wiped away. Their real or manufactured suffer-
ings have become part of them, and they won't let them go. Dante in his Divine Comedy has those
who as they leave Purgatory for Paradise pass through two rivers. Beyond Lethe they lose all memory
of past sins committed on earth, and after Eunoe they remember their good deeds. Those who felt
themselves insulted and injured don't want to let go of the memories of those who had offended
them — but read the words of our Lord above once again. He said we are to make amends with the
one who has something against you. That is, we are to make up with those who hurt us no matter
whose fault caused the rupture in the relationship.

I hope it’s not heresy to consider if there might be a vestibule before the precious gates to God’s
Kingdom where those who were not able or simply did not care to reconcile might meet and discuss
what had happened to cause such anguish of apartness during this time on earth. If we cannot or will
not find the humility and grace to love one another through the misunderstandings and hurt feelings
we experience, there must be a way to clear the air before we share in the glory of the saints




